
2018/2019 AP English III Summer Assignment – Doug Riggs 
The following summer assignments are due typed and submitted to www.turnitin.com within the 
first week following laptop distribution of the 2018/2019 school year regardless of which 
semester you are actually enrolled. If you experience any difficulties submitting the assignments, 
please let me know. Late submissions are subject to reduced grades, and failure to turn 
assignments in will result in automatic zeroes for each assignment. As a reminder, turnitin does 
recognize plagiarism, so please use only your ideas. Quoted material is fine (and encouraged) as 
evidence, so do not worry if that material shows up in an originality report.  
 
Turnitin Login Information: 
Class ID: 18201864 
Enrollment Key: riggsenglish 
 
1. Literary Analysis: Ethan Frome – Edith Wharton 
Copies can be checked out from the school library prior to the end of the school year. Full texts 
are available online as well if you are unable to obtain a print copy (or if you prefer e-texts).  
 
Full text for free: http://pd.sparknotes.com/lit/frome/  
 
This 1911 novel by Pulitzer Prize-winning author Edith Wharton utilizes the frame narrative plot 
device, beginning and ending twenty years after the main events of the narrative. The flashback 
sequence that encompasses the majority of the novel reveals questionable actions from three of 
the story’s characters. Your task is to analyze the writing strategies Wharton employs in 
order to create sympathy or animosity for Ethan Frome, Zenobia Frome (Zeena), and 
Mattie Silver. Hint: Consider first who Wharton portrays as sympathetic and who she depicts as 
unsympathetic. Then examine how Wharton creates these impressions of her characters.  
 
Your essay must no more than two typed pages (Times New Roman, 12 point font, double 
spaced).  
 
2. Rhetorical Analysis: “The Awful German Language” – Mark Twain 
This essay first appeared in the appendix of Twain’s 1880 satirical travelogue A Tramp Abroad, a 
work recounting Twain’s walking tour through Germany, Switzerland, and France. Throughout 
the essay, Twain relies upon the art of satire in order to achieve his humorous approach to the 
German language. In a well-written essay, analyze the specific strategies Twain employs in order 
to create such his humorous tone. Use specific references and quotations where applicable. You 
may find the following terms helpful: understatement, irony, sarcasm, hyperbole. 
 
Your essay must be no more than two typed pages (Times New Roman, 12 point font, double 
spaced). You may wish to consider further investigating satire before you begin this assignment. 
 
3. Argumentation: “The Singer Solution to World Poverty” – Peter Singer 
After reading Singer’s essay, compose an argumentative essay through which you support, 
challenge, or qualify Singer’s position on how to end world poverty. Remember to rely upon your 
own ability to reason. Do not merely summarize Singer’s position and then offer your opinion. 
Instead, allow the text to help formulate your support. Supporting and challenging are terms with 
which you are already familiar. However, qualifying may be a new approach for many of you. To 
qualify means to state to what extent you support or challenge an idea. 
 
Your essay must be no more than two typed pages (Times New Roman, 12 point font, double 
spaced). 
 
4. Read: Elements of Style by Strunk and White.  
Read this book in order to ensure that you have a basic knowledge of grammar and style.  
 
 



 
 
AP English III Summer Reading Agreement 
 
Enrolling in any Advanced Placement course means entering a new level of classroom 
rigors and expectations. Please be advised that AP English III is a difficult class with a 
demanding workload. This summer assignment is designed to serve as an introduction to 
the types of assignments and styles of writing we will be learning during the 2018/2019 
school year. I do expect your full effort and commitment. 
 
 
Students are responsible for obtaining the following book: 

• Ethan Frome – Edith Wharton 
• Elements of Style – Strunk and White 

 
Books may be checked out of the Jordan-Matthews library. Students are responsible for 
visiting the school library and asking for these titles. 
 
Students will also be responsible for the reading the following essays: 

• “The Awful German Language” – Mark Twain 
• “The Singer Solution to World Poverty” – Peter Singer 

 
These essays are attached to this form.  
 
I will leave a limited number of extra copies with the Jordan-Matthews guidance 
department if, for any reason, you happen to need one.  


